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Caste Politics
Mahatma Gandhi, B. R. Ambedkar and Jawaharlal Nehru had radically different approaches to caste
especially over constitutional politics and the status of “untouchables” Until the mid-1970s, the politics
of independent India was largely dominated by economic issues and questions of corruption. But
since 1980s, caste has emerged as a major issue in the politics of India.

Mandal Commission was established in 1979 to “identify the socially or educationally backward” and
to consider the question of seat reservations and quotas for people to redress caste discrimination. In
1980, the commission՚s report af�irmed the af�irmative action practice under Indian law whereby
members of lower castes were given exclusive access to a certain portion of government jobs and
slots in public universities. When V. P. Singh Government tried to implement the recommendations of
Mandal Commission in 1989, massive protests were held in the country. Many alleged that the
politicians were trying to cash in on caste-based reservations for purely pragmatic electoral purposes.

Many political parties in India have openly indulged in caste-based votebank politics. Parties such as
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) , the Samajwadi Party and the Janata Dal claim that they are representing
the backward castes, and rely primarily on OBC support, often in alliance with Dalit and Muslim
support to win the elections. Remarkably, what is called a landmark election in the history of India՚s
biggest state of Uttar Pradesh, the Bahujan Samaj Party was able to garner majority in the State
assembly Elections with the support of the brahmin community.
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