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Important Persons Relating to the Revolt

Bahadur Shah Zafar
BSZ was the last Mughal emperor of India.

Nana Saheb

Rani Lakshmi Bai

Kunwar Singh

Nawab Wajid Ali Shah

Birjis Qadr: The son of Wajid Ali Shah and the leader of the revolt in Lucknow.

Shah Mal: He belonged to a clan of Jat cultivators in parganan Barout in UP. During the revolt, he
mobilized the headmen and cultivators of chaurasee des (84 villages: his kinship area) , moving at
night from village to village, urging people to rebel against the British.

Maulvi Ahmadullah Shah: Maulvi Ahmadullah Shah was one of the many maulvis who played an

important part in the revolt of 1857.1856, he was seen moving from village to village preaching
jehad (religious war) against the British and urging people to rebel. he was elected by the mutinous
22nd Native Infantry as their leader. He fought in the famous Battle of Chinhat in which the British
forces under Henry Lawrence were defeated.

Chapter 2: Civil Rebellions and Tribal Uprisings
The backbone of the rebellions, their mass base and striking power came from the rack-rented
peasants, ruined artisans and demobilized soldiers

Causes
The major cause of the civil rebellions was the rapid changes the British introduced in the economy,
administration and land revenue system.

The revenues were enhanced by increasing taxes.

Thousands of zamindars and poligars lost control over their land and its revenue either due to the
extinction of their rights by the colonial state or by the forced sale of their rights over land because
of their inability to meet the exorbitant land revenue demanded.

The economic decline of the peasantry was re�lected in twelve major and numerous minor famines
from 1770 to 1857
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The new courts and legal system gave a further �illip to the dispossessors of land and encouraged
the rich to oppress the poor.

The police looted, oppressed and tortured the common people at will.

The ruin of Indian handicraft industries pauperized millions of artisans

The scholarly and priestly classes were also active in inciting hatred and rebellion against foreign
rule.

Very foreign character of the British rule

Rebellions
From 1763 to 1856, there were more than forty major rebellions apart from hundreds of minor
ones.

Sanyasi Rebellion: (1763 - 1800)

Chuar uprising (1766 - 1772 & 1795 - 1816) ; Rangpur and Dinajpur (1783) ; Bishnupur and
Birbhum (1799) ; Orissa zamindars (1804 - 17) and Sambalpur (1827 - 40) and many others

Why Failed?
These rebellions were local in their spread and were isolated from each other.

They were the result of local causes and grievances and were also localized in their effects.

Socially, economically and politically, the semi-feudal leaders of these rebellions were backward
looking and traditional in outlook.

The suppression of the civil rebellions was a major reason why the revolt of 1857 did not spread to
South India and most of Eastern and Western India.

Tribal Uprisings: Causes
The colonial administrators ended their relative isolation and brought them fully within the ambit of
colonialism.

Introduced new system of land revenue and taxation of tribal products

In�lux of Christian missionaries into the tribal areas

They could no longer practice shifting agriculture

Oppression and extortion by police of�icials

The complete disruption of the old agrarian order of the tribal communities provided the common
factor for all the tribal uprisings

Uprisings
Santhals

Kols of Chhotanagpur (1820 - 37)

Birsa Munda (1899 - 1900) .


