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Power has to be made secure not only against power but also against weakness. And herein lie the
greatest danger of losing balance. The weak are as dangerous to the strong as quicksand to an
elephant. The people who grow accustomed to wild power forget that by doing so they give rise to
unseen force that rends the power to pieces one day. The air that is so thin and unsubstantial can give
rise to storm that no one can resist. The weak �ind awful support in the law of moral balance.

These words were spoken by a great humanist democrat and a spiritual leader. The above lines were a
warning to the British rulers who were blinded by absolute power that they enjoyed.

They forgot that repression breeds revolution. And one day Tagore՚s prophecy that wheels of fortune
will turn one day and the British will have to leave came true. And it was mass upsurge of people,
subdued and crushed under their exploitative rule that made it possible. If we look into history, who
will �ind numerous examples which prove that exploitation and repression have always resulted in
de�iance and revolution.

Government becomes dictatorial and instead of serving people, tries to suppress the then people lose
faith in it. They make it their goal to over-throw such a government.

They do not believe in its promises and defy its authority. They revolt. Such a revolution may be either
violent or bloodless but the motive and the goal remains the same sudden and immediate overthrow
of authority. The people of France in the eighteenth century were being ruled by the King and Queen
who asked them to eat cake if they had no bread. Such rulers who were so aloof, so much away from
their people commanded no con�idence, leave alone any respect. People had no hope for any
improvement under them. So they had no option but to overthrow them. They were repressed and
they revolted.

People may have appearance of weakness under normal circumstances. But when situation warrants
they acquire awesome strength. They are not deterred by the lack of equipment or training because
they have the strength of their convictions and the faith in their cause. They know that they are
�ighting for a noble cause and their �irm belief in nature՚s law of morality carries them through. The
Americans who defeated the powerful British Army had no training, no proper equipment and were
lesser in number. Yet, they won because they were sparked by the slogan of equality, liberty and
fraternity. They believed in their cause which was to end tyranny.

We �ind history being repeated today. Be it in Philippines or in Nigeria or in E. Europe, everywhere it
were once timid people who fought for their freedom and liberty and won it too. When the tide came,
it felled once impregnable Berlin wall too. Today, more and more countries are moving towards
democracy, equality, liberty and freedom. Rulers are gradually realizing that durable peace and
economic progress cannot be assured if people are repressed. The weak do not assist progress
because they do not question, they only drag the society down:

To conclude, we can say that while people do not mind obeying laws, being disciplined and being loyal
to their country, they do resent snatching of their rights and freedom on these grounds. They have a
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limit of tolerance. If this limit is crossed, then doom awaits the rulers. As Alwin said The voice of the
people is the voice of God. So heed it. History has proved it over and over ages that Repression brings
revolution.


