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Eligibility Conditions: IAS

Nationality
If given that a candidate belonging to categories (b) (c) , (d) , and (e) shall be a person in whose favour
a certi�icate of eligibility has been delivered by the Government of India.

given further that candidates belonging to categories (b) (c) , and (d) above will not be eligible for
appointment to the Indian Foreign Service.

A candidate in whose case a certi�icate of eligibility is essential, may be admitted to the examination
but the offer of appointment may be given only after the essential eligibility certi�icate has been
delivered to him by the Government of India.

1. For the Indian Administrative Service and the Indian Police Service, a candidate must be a citizen
of India.

2. For other services, a candidate needs to be:

a. A citizen of India or

b. A citizen of Nepal or

c. A citizen of Bhutan or

d. A Tibetan refugee who came over to India before 1st January, 1962 with the view of
permanently living in India or

e. A person having Indian origin who has migrated from Pakistan, Burma, Srilanka, East African
countries of Kenya, Uganda, the United Republic of Tanzania, Zambia, Malawi, Zaire, Ethiopia
and Vietnam with the �irm view of permanently living in India.

Minimum Educational Quali�ications
The candidate must have a degree of any of Universities administered by an Act of the Central or State
Legislature in India or other educational institutions established by an Act of Parliament or declared
to be deemed as a University Under Section 3 of the University Grants Commission Act, 1956, or
possess an equivalent quali�ication.

Note I: Candidates who have appeared for the examination the passing of which would render them
educationally quali�ied for the Commission՚s examination but have not been informed of the results
as also the candidates who intend to appear at such a qualifying examination will also be eligible for
admission to the Preliminary Examination. All candidates who are declared quali�ied by the
Commission for taking the Civil Services (Main) Examination will be required to produce proof of
passing the requisite examination with their application for the Main Examination failing which such
candidates will not be allowed to the Main Examination.

Note II: In extra ordinary cases the Union Public Service Commission may consider a candidate who
has not any of the foregoing quali�ications as a quali�ied candidate given that he has passed
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examination conducted by the other Institutions, the standard of which in the opinion of the
Commission justi�ies his admission to the examination.

Note III: Candidates possessing professional and technical quali�ications, which are recognised by
Government, as equivalent to professional and technical degree would also be eligible for admission
to the examination.

Note IV: Candidates who have passed the �inal professional MBBS or any other Medical Examination
but have not completed their internship by the time of submission of their applications for the Civil
Services (Main) Examination, will be provisionally admitted to the Examination given they submit
along with their application a copy of certi�icate from the concerned authority of the
University/Institution that they had passed the requisite �inal professional medical examination. In
such cases, the candidates will be required to produce at the time of their interview original Degree
or a certi�icate from the concerned competent authority of the University or Institution that they
had completed all requirements (comprising completion of internship) for the award of the Degree.

Age Limit
21 years must be completed on 1st August of the year, which a candidate is appearing. Maximum 30
for general category, 33 for OBCs and 35 for SCs/STs. Ex-servicemen will get 5 more years exemption
from the relevant age limit.

(The date of birth accepted by the Commission is that entered in the Matriculation or Secondary
School Leaving Certi�icate or in a certi�icate recognised by an Indian University as equivalent to
Matriculation or in an extract from a Register of Matriculates maintained by a University, which must
be recognised by the proper authority of the University or in the Higher Secondary or an equivalent
examination certi�icate) .

Number of Attempts
Four attempts for the open category people and seven for the OBCs, However no limit is there for the
SCs or STs. If a person appears in the Preliminary Examination or even one paper will be counted
attempt.

Restrictions on Applying for the Examination
A candidate who will get admission in Indian Administrative Service or the Indian Foreign Service on
the results of an earlier examination and continues to be a member of that service will not be eligible
to give this examination.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
I	am	a	student	of	class	12	PCM.	Sir	I	am	planning	to	do	actuarial	science	after	completing	my
12.	I	want	to	give	IAS	exam	.	Can	I	give	IAS	exam	after	doing	actuarial	science?

(-	pr...@	on	27-Sep-2016)

1	Answer

Yes you can appear for IAS if you have a bachelor's degree in hand, no diplomas.

- pr...@ on 27-Sep-2016

Can	a	student	of	2nd	year	graduation	apply	for	upsc	or	IAS	exam.	.	whether	he	can	do	as	he
has	now	present	age	20?
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(-	si...@	on	18-Jul-2016)

1	Answer

The minimum eligibility is bachelor's with 21 years of age.You must prepare for one more year and
not get in hurry to appear for exam, for IAS Prelims 2016 solutions you can refer -
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLW9kB_HKs3_PnktydOQsML0tVYVlB4gq5
[https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLW9kB_HKs3_PnktydOQsML0tVYVlB4gq5]

- si...@ on 18-Jul-2016

I	am	mechanical	engineer	.please	tell	about	syllabus	of	IAS	pre	and	main	exam

(-	sa...@	on	16-May-2016)

1	Answer

IAS syllabus is available at the following link - https://www.examrace.com/IAS/IAS-Syllabus/ [../IAS-
Syllabus/]

- sa...@ on 16-May-2016

Sir,	I	want	Preparation	of	IAS,	Hence	i	have	complete	Graduation	with	English	&	Education,
Kindly	Suggest	me	way	how	to	start	my	Preparation	from	beginning	also	syllabus

(-	ra...@	on	10-May-2016)

1	Answer

You can refer the prelims and mains preparation material available at -
https://www.doorsteptutor.com/Exams/IAS/ [https://www.doorsteptutor.com/Exams/IAS/], for
CSAT you can refer the postal course - https://www.examrace.com/IAS/IAS-FlexiPrep-Program/
[../IAS-FlexiPrep-Program/]. For GS refer regularly the Hindu Newspaper and NCERTs.

- ra...@ on 10-May-2016

I	want	to	know	about	the	eligibility	for	Mains	exam

(-	sh...@	on	07-Mar-2016)

1	Answer

Those who clear the IAS Prelims can sit for IAS Mains examination.

- sh...@ on 07-Mar-2016

I	am	completed	BCA	in	correspondence	and	am	I	eligible	for	IAS.

(-	se...@	on	09-Jan-2016)

1	Answer

Yes, bachelors degree is a prerequisite for IAS examination.

- se...@ on 09-Jan-2016

I	want	to	know	is	hindi	clearance	in	class	10	is	necessary	for	civil	services

(-	sa...@	on	16-Jul-2015)
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1	Answer

In civils you have Hindi as one of the clearing papers and the marks for this paper are not added to
the �inal list.

- sa...@ on 16-Jul-2015

I	am	a	MBBS	student	studying	in	my	4th	year.	I	really	want	to	be	an	IAS.	What	should	I	do	now
to	become	an	IAS.	..	I	have	a	great	interest	in	that.	..	In	which	subjects	I	should	focus?

(-	mi...@	on	15-Jul-2015)

1	Answer

You must refer regular news and current affairs, choose one optional that you want to prepare and
start working on that optional subject.

- mi...@ on 15-Jul-2015

I	m	a	chartered	accountant	and	company	secretary	.	Furtherly	I	want	to	prepare	for	IAS	but
my	B.Com	is	not	yet	completed	can	I	prepare	for	IAS	..

(-	ja...@	on	12-Jun-2015)

1	Answer

We suggest that you contact UPSC for the same.

- ja...@ on 12-Jun-2015

I	am	B.Tech.	EEE	Dept	2013	pass	out,	I	got	50%	in	my	graduation	and	Inter	with	76%,	am	I
eligible	to	appear	for	IAS?

(-	dv...@	on	14-Mar-2015)

1	Answer

Please refer the IAS eligibility conditions at the following link given-
https://www.examrace.com/IAS/IAS-Exam-Pattern/IAS-Eligibility-Conditions.html [./IAS-Eligibility-
Conditions.html]

- dv...@ on 14-Mar-2015
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