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Defence
Territorial Army

It is an organization of volunteers who receive military training for a few days in a year so that in
case of an emergency they can be mobilized for the defence of the country.

It is a second line of defense after the Regular Indian Army; the Indian Territorial Army is not a
profession, occupation or a source of employment. It is only meant for those people who are
already in mainstay civilian professions, in fact, gainful employment or self-employment in a civil
profession is a pre-requisite for joining the Territorial Army.

The Territorial Army was raised by the Britishers in 1920 through Indian Territorial Act of 1920.

After Independence Territorial Army Act was passed in 1948 and the Territorial Army was formally
inaugurated by the �irst Indian Governor General Shri C Rajagopalachari on 09 Oct 1949.

Over the past few years, actor Mohanlal and the former India cricket captain, Kapil Dev, were
granted honorary rank of Lieutenant Colonel in the Territorial Army while the Indian Air Force
accorded honorary rank of Group Captain to Sachin Tendulkar last year.

In News: Indian cricket captain Mahendra Singh Dhoni would soon become the latest high pro�ile
celebrity to get an honorary commission in the Territorial Army. Hall of Fame of US Army War
College

General VK Singh becomes the �irst Indian Of�icer to be inducted int-the Hall of Fame ‘of US Army
War College, Carlisle, USA, on 11 Mar 2011. This distinction is extended by the US Army, to all
of�icers from friendly foreign countries, who rise to the post of Chief ’ of their respective Armies,
after attending the coveted Course at US Army War College.

Armed Forces Tribunal
Armed Forces Tribunal has been established with its Principal Bench at Delhi and Regional Benches
at seven locations, namely, Jaipur, Chandigarh, Lucknow, Guwahati, Kolkata, Chennai and Kochi. It has
also been decided to set up another Bench at Mumbai.

The provision for Circuit Benches in the scheme of AFT is expected to take care of any problems
relating to accessibility of the Tribunals to the Servicemen and Ex-servicemen. Courtesy:	The	Hindu
and	Times	of	India
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